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ATG SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TUESDAY - JULY 19, 2022

4:45 -5:15
5:00-9:00
5:30 -7:00
7:00 — 9:00

Meeting of Competition Judges
Exhibitors set up

Meeting of Board of Directors
Board of Directors Dinner

Wednesday - JULY 20, 2022

8:00
9:00 — 10:00
10:00 — 12:00
11:00 —11:50
12:00 — 1:30
2:00 — 2:50
3:00 — 3:50
4:00 — 4:50
5:00 — 6:15
6:30 — 7:00
7:15

Registration Desk Opens—ALL attendees must register

Competitions (Detailed schedule on festival program page 45)

Accordion Petting Zoo
Workshop: Rita Barnea

The Life & Music of Eugene Etorre
Lunch (on your own)

Workshop: Betty Jo Simon
Lead Sheet & Bass Enhancement
Workshop: Murl Allen Sanders

Being the Accordionist in an Ensemble
Festival Orchestra Q&A with Joan Sommers
Dinner (on your own). Registration Desk Closed
Chicagoland Accordion Academy Concert
Meet & Greet

THURSDAY - JULY 21, 2022

8:30 — 9:00
9:00 — 11:30
9:00

11:30 — 1:00
1:00 — 2:00
2:00 — 2:50
3:00 — 3:50
4:15 — 4:45
4:30 — 6:15
6:30
7:30

Setup for Festival Orchestra Rehearsal

Festival Orchestra Rehearsal

Registration Desk Opens—ALL attendees must register
Lunch (on your own)

Original Music Concert Rehearsal

Workshop: Nikolay Bine
Interactive Improvisation: New Jazz Theories
Workshop: Michael Bridge

Digital Accordion Percussion and Orchestration
Cocktails — Cash Bar
ATG Buffet Dinner
Bus to Wheaton College
Concert Featuring: UMKC Ensemble
Mirco Patarini
Nilolay Bine
Murl Allen Sanders

Following Concert: Bus back to Hotel

Please be sure to visit our exhibitors and vendors in the Savannah and Forest rooms

Location

Walnut Board Room

Savannah A&B and Forest

White Oak Room

White Chocolate Girill
Naperville

Ballroom Lobby

Willow & White Oak Rooms
Linden Pavilion

White Oak Room

Arbor Ballroom
Arbor Ballroom

White Oak Room

Arbor Ballroom
Linden Pavilion

Arbor Ballroom
Arbor Ballroom
Ballroom Lobby

Woodland Room
Arbor Ballroom

Arbor Ballroom

Ballroom Lobby
Arbor Ballroom

Wheaton College
Barrows Auditorium




ATG SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (cont)

FRIDAY - JULY 22, 2022

9:00 - 10:00
10:45 - 11:30
11:30
12:30 — 2:30

3:00 — 3:50

4:00 — 5:00

5:15

5:30 — 6:45

6:45

7:30

9:45

Workshop: Mirco Patarini

The Future of the Accordion World

Location

Arbor Ballroom

Lunch (on your own - hotel restaurant will have quick salad bar and sandwiches)

Bus to Wheaton College

Festival Orchestra Rehearsal
Original Music Orchestra Rehearsal
Original Music Concert

Bus to Hotel

Dinner (on your own)

Bus to Wheaton College

Concert Featuring Michael Bridge

Bus to Hotel

SATURDAY - JULY 23, 2022

10:00 — 12:00
12:00 - 2:00
2:00
3:00 —4:30

4:45
5:00 — 6:30
6:15
7:30

9:30
10:30

Accordion Petting Zoo

ATG Awards Banquet

Bus to Wheaton College
Festival Orchestra Rehearsal

Bus to Hotel

Dinner (on your own)
Bus to Wheaton College
Concert Featuring: ATG Festival Orchestra

Stas Venglevski with the
Racine Symphony Orchestra
Bus to Hotel

Wrap Up Party

SUNDAY - JULY 24, 2022

9:00 - 10:30
12:45
3:30

ATG Membership Meeting
Golf Outing
After Golf Social

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Linden Pavilion
Arbor Ballroom

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Wheaton College
Armerding Concert Hall

Linden Pavilion

Arbor Ballroom
Village Links of Glen Ellyn
Village Links of Glen Ellyn

Please be sure to visit our exhibitors and vendors in the Savannah and Forest rooms
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HYATT LISLE- MEETING ROOMS FLOOR PLAN

Hyatt Lisle near Naperville
1400 Corporetum Dr, Lisle, IL
Phone: (630) 852-1234
www.Lysle.Hyatt.com

HOTEL LAYOUT

80th




Wheaton College Map and Information

Billy Graham Hall features not only the Barrows
Auditorium where Thursday night’s concert will be
held but also the Billy Graham Museum on the first
floor. There are interesting displays on the history
of evangelism, highlights of Billy Graham’s life and
ministry, and a graphic presentation of the gospel.

Armerding Center of Music and the Arts is locat-
ed at the hub of the campus and houses the Con-
servatory of Music which has a new state-of-the-art
home with a 648-seat recital hall specifically de-
signed for music performance. Our Friday after-
noon Original Music Concert and Evening Concert
with Michael Bridge plus Saturday night's concert
will be held here.

Marion E. Wade Center contains a museum with

such pieces as C.S. Lewis’ Family Wardrobe that

inspired the writing of Chronicles of Narnia. Lewis’s

desk and chair were used in his rooms at Magda-

len College, Oxford University, where he taught English language and literature from 1925 to 1954. Also,
on display is J.R.R. Tolkien’s desk on which The Hobbit was entirely written, typed, and illustrated along
with large portions of The Lord of the Rings. Pauline Baynes’ original map of Narnia and other small
items of memorabilia complete the displays. The museum is open Monday — Friday: 10 am — 4 pm. The
Center is located across the parking lot opposite the Armerding Center of Music and the Arts.

With Friday’s schedule being so tight, we recommend picking up a “to go” lunch at the Hotel before leav-
ing for Wheaton. The hotel will offer a salad bar and sandwich bar for your convenience.

To help with your Saturday, “on your own dinner”, we suggest those coming back to the Hotel after re-
hearsal can eat at the Hotel restaurant. Those with transportation who wish to stay at the College will
have more time to find a restaurant in downtown Wheaton. Your Welcome Packet will have menus of
restaurants in downtown Wheaton. See map.

Downtown Wheaton Restaurants (downtown is just a few blocks southeast of the college)







ATG MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Festival Attendee,

Welcome to the 80™ Anniversary Celebration of the Accordionists
& Teachers Guild, International (ATG)! This organization has a
long legacy of promoting excellence in everything having anything
to do with the accordion: teaching, performing, composing, ar-
ranging, orchestrating, competing, performing in accordion or-
chestras and with other instruments. It all began in 1940 due to
the foresight of our founder, Anthony Galla-Rini. Since that time
the ATG has been a leader in the accordion field forging new
paths and promoting the accordion and outstanding performers.

Mary Ann Covone This year, of course, is no exception. We are proud to present our
ATG President featured guest artists, Michael Bridge, Stas Venglevski and Murl

Allen Sanders, each one in their own way, and in their own special
area, forging ahead and making history in the accordion world today! We are especially hon-
ored to have Mirco Patarini, the President of Confédération Internationale des Accordéonistes
(CIA) with us through our entire Festival and performing on Thursday evening. Mirco’ s respon-
sibilities as CIA president and his travel around the world give him a special insight into the ac-
cordion activities around the world. Be sure to attend his workshop Friday morning as he
shares some of his observations and discusses “The Future of the Accordion World” moderated
by another world traveler, Michael Bridge.

Our Festival culminates with two incredible events: an 80-piece accordion orchestra (in honor
of our 80 year celebration) conducted by world-renowned conductor, Joan Cochran Sommers.
Professor Sommers studied with our founder Anthony Galla-Rini and has continued his legacy
of excellence while creating her own legacy, over the last 60 years of ATG history. Finally, our
own amazing Stas Venglevski will perform Anthony Galla-Rini's 2" Concerto with the Racine
Symphony Orchestra. All of our concerts will be performed on the campus of Wheaton College
on magnificent stages in beautiful venues.

We are proud of our accomplishments over the last two years. Despite the pandemic, and per-
haps inspired by the realities of the pandemic, ATG has successfully instituted regular online
workshops available to members, presented new Professional Development Workshops, re-
leased a new Syllabus, held online Masterclasses, presented Frederic Lips in conversation, re-
leased two member Christmas Concerts and produced two online student recitals. Our mem-
bership has almost tripled, and we are so happy to finally be together in person to meet and
greet our new members, to learn, to grow, to make beautiful music, to make new friends and
renew old friendships.

This is indeed a special celebration. We have so much to celebrate, and we are so happy you
are here! On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, | welcome you to our 80™ Anniversary Cel-
ebration and hope you enjoy every minute of the next four days! Be sure to watch the historical
video that will be running near the registration desk throughout the Festival, and don’t forget to
visit our first ever “Accordion Petting Zoo” on Wednesday and Saturday morning.

Yours truly,
Mary Ann

Mary Ann Covone
President
Accordionists & Teachers Guild, Int’l.




Welcome From the Mayor of Lisle




Welcome From the Mayor of Wheaton




8ot ABOUT THE ATG 8ot

THE ACCORDIONISTS & TEACHERS GUILD, INT’L.

The Accordionists & Teachers Guild, Int’l. was organized in 1940 by Anthony Galla-Rini and a group of
accordionists interested in celebrating the progress of the instrument through educational endeavors for
all players, teachers and students. Its main purpose has always been to elevate the musical standards
of the accordion’s repertoire, its teachers and performers as well as to cooperate with manufacturers in
improving the instrument for future players. It has sponsored many years of competitions, workshops,
and inspirational concerts featuring both national and international participants. The annual festivals are
moved around the USA as a means of reaching as many audiences as possible while encouraging
accordionists of all ages and abilities to continue to practice and improve. It seeks to bring many of the
best young players to the attention of the public in general and to keep them involved in the world of the
accordion. Through events such as the Annual ATG Festival the organization attempts to alter the public
perception of the accordion as a purely recreational instrument and strives to increase respect for it as a
classical musical instrument. The ATG is affiliated with the Confédération Internationale des
Accordéonistes, the umbrella group for all accordion organizations throughout the world. All those
interested in the purposes of the ATG are welcome to become members; it is not necessary to be a
teacher or professional player.

You will find much more of interest on the ATG’s website: www.atgaccordions.com

ATG MISSION STATEMENT

As an international musical organization, the mission of the Accordionists and Teachers Guild
(ATG) International, is to promote, sustain, and create visibility/viability for the accordion in its many
forms through stellar teaching paradigms, competitive and non-competitive performance opportuni-
ties (both solo and ensemble accordion and/or integration with other instruments); resulting in the
development of students, performers, and composers with consistently high levels of artistry, able
to compete with any other instrument in any venue on any level in the large universe of music.

In this quest, support and camaraderie with the Confédération Internationale des Accordéonistes
(CIA) world accordion association, as well as global manufacturers and publishers is essential.

Our goal is not only to achieve these successes with currently active accordionists and artists, but
to nurture, develop, and grow subsequent generations of aspiring accordionists to continue these
successes into the foreseeable future on this great instrument.

ATG WEBSITE: www.atgaccordions.com




ATG BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Executive Officers

Mary Ann Covone (IL) Beverley Fess (Canada) Karen Lee (CA)
President Ist Vice President 2nd Vice President

Esther Lanting (IN) Elizabeth Finch (CA) *
Executive Secretary Treasurer
Board Members
e Michael Bridge (Canada) e Dr. Helmi Harrington (WI) ¢ Joe Natoli (OH)*
e Gail Campanella (CA) e Gordon Kohl (CA) e Amy Jo Sawyer (IL)*
e Joanna Arnold Darrow (NJ) « Joyce Litoff (IL) o Betty Jo Simon (KS)*
o Kevin Friedrich (NY)* e Beatrice Makdah (WI) o Joan C. Sommers (KS)*

o Stas Venglevski (WI)*
* = Past President of ATG

Founding President Emeritus — Anthony Galla-Rini (1904 — 2006)
ATG Board Member Emeritus—Faith Deffner (Deceased)
ATG Board Member Emeritus — Peter Giacalone (IL)
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go™ ATG SUMMARY OF ALL CONCERTS
CONCERT SUMMARY
WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 Hotel Ballroom

Chicagoland Accordion Academy

THURSDAY NIGHT - 7:30 Wheaton College
« UMKC Community Chamber Accordion Ensemble

Mirco Patarini
Nicolay Bine

o Murl Allen Sanders

FRIDAY AFTERNOON - 4:00 Wheaton College

Original Music Concert

FRIDAY NIGHT - 7:30 Wheaton College
Michael Bridge

SATURDAY AFTERNOON - 12:00 Hotel Ballroom

. Awards Banquet

SATURDAY NIGHT - 7:30 Wheaton College

o ATG Festival Orchestra Under the Direction of Joan Cochran Sommers

. Stas Venglevski with the Racine Symphony Orchestra

80th
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6:30 WEDNESDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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6:30 WEDNESDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Chicagoland Accordion Academy

Chicagoland Accordion Academy is a community of folks who love to play the accordion.
Our students range in age from 6 to 80 years old, and we all work together to present
regular public programs and to grow our community.

Performing today is our advanced adult accordion band. This group started playing to-
gether in 2019, immediately prior to the pandemic. We had two live rehearsals and then
turned to online lessons and online sectional rehearsals. When weather permitted, we
moved outdoors to rehearse where we could be socially distanced and feel reasonably
safe from the pandemic. Our music continued one way or another!

Members of this dedicated
group have varied careers
and backgrounds, but we all
have one thing in common.
We love to come together to
enjoy each other's company
and to create beautiful mu-
sic together. We hope you
enjoy our concert!

Chicagolandaccordionacademy.com

Don’t forget to join us for the Meet &
Greet in the Linden Pavilion after the
Chicagoland Accordion Academy con-
cert. We hope to see you there!

18



7:30 THURSDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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7:30 THURSDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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THURSDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

UMKC Accordion Ensemble

All players of The University of
Missouri - Kansas City (UMKC)
Chamber Accordion Ensemble
are alumni of the University of Mis-
souri - Kansas City, and former
members of the renowned UMKC
Accordion Orchestra. The players
make their living in various ca-
reers, but each has remained de-
voted to promoting the accordion
and its varied repertoire, including
transcriptions, commissions and
other original works.

They have recently performed in Chicago, San Francisco, Kansas City, the 80th Anniversary of
the AAA in Alexandria, VA. and in Superior, WI at the World of Accordions Museum. In addition,
they have participated in the USA contributions to previous World Accordion Day events, when
videos of their performances were broadcast during the live presentations.

Joan C. Sommers has held numerous positions in several music organizations, including the Ac-
cordionists & Teachers Guild International (ATG) and the Confédération Internationale des Ac-
cordéonistes (CIA — IMC-UNESCO) where she was recently awarded lifetime Honorary Member-
ship.

The UMKC Chamber Accordion Ensemble performs under the direction of Joan C. Sommers
who also plays as a member of the ensemble. Joan C. Sommers was awarded the title of Pro-
fessor Emerita upon her retirement from the University of Missouri — Kansas City Conservatory
of Music (USA), where she established and taught the accordion degree program for forty years.
She has arranged innumerable works for both Accordion Orchestra and Chamber Ensemble
over many years, works that have been performed around the globe. Today she enjoys perform-
ing with fellow accordionists in duo, with other instrumentalists, with the UMKC Chamber Accor-
dion Ensemble and as guest Conductor with various orchestras around the world including lead-
ing the magnificent World Accordion Orchestra XI in Shenzhen, China on August 18, 2019.

The 2022 University of Missouri - Kansas City (UMKC) Chamber Accordion Ensemble pictured
are: Standing: Mary Ann Covone, Ron Dake, Ron Barrow, Kevin Friedrich, Cathy Sue Weiss.
Sitting: Betty Jo Simon, Samantha Wagner, Joan C. Sommers (Director), Christine Jarquio
Nichols and Jane Christison.
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THURSDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Mirco Patarini (ltaly)

Mirco Patarini was born in Spoleto (ltaly) and in 1978 he began
studying music at the CDMI (Centro Didattico Musicale Italiano) in
Spoleto. In the same year he began to participate in various national
competitions, ranking in the first places. In 1981 he ranked first in
the ltalian Pre-Championship of Castelfidardo, obtaining the right to
access the 31st CMA Accordion World Trophy, where he was the
youngest participant.

Between 1983 and 1985 he won the Italian Pre-Championship three

times, so that he could participate in International competitions in

Caracas (Venezuela), Caldas de Rahina (Portugal), and La Chaux-
de-Fonds (Switzerland), where he obtained the 1st prize.

His concert activity ranges from classical repertoire to modern music; from acoustic to electronic
and MIDI accordion; from solo performance to concerts for accordion and Symphony Orchestra,
in 69 countries around the world. His career boasts many important collaborations with famous
artists such as Luciano Pavarotti and Nicola Piovani in the most prestigious theaters in the
world.

He was the General Music Manager in the Bontempi-Farfisa Group for many years, actively
participating in the design, marketing and distribution of Bontempi Musical toys, Farfisa
amateur, professional keyboards and synthesizers; and Furnstein, Furstenberg, Hermann and
Anelli acoustic pianos

He is the President of “Scandalli Accordions” company, one of the historical and most
prestigious accordion factories in the world.

In January 2006 he founded, together with Gianluca Bibiani, the publishing company “Ars
Spoletium”, of which he is President. In September 2007 they aquired the historical music
magazine “Strumenti e Musica” (founded in 1948 by Bio Boccosi) restarting its publication and
transforming in an International bilingual publication.

Since 2007 he has been the Artistic Director of the IAC (Italian Accordion Culture) association,
Italian Premier Voting Member of the CIA. For numerous years he has been the Italian juror for
the CIA Coupe Mondiale.

Since 2008 he has been the founder and Artistic Director of the Instruments & Music Festival of
Spoleto and in 2011 he was the Artistic Director and organizer of the CIA Coupe Mondiale in
Spoleto.

In 2014 he was elected President of the Music Committee of the Confédération Internationale
des Accordéonistes ) IMC-UNESCO and in 2017, he was elected as the organization’s overall
President, being re-elected in 2021 to serve a second term.

In 2017 he was the Artistic Director and organizer of the CIA Coupe Mondiale in Osimo (lItaly)
and since 2018 he serves as Guest Professor at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music.
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THURSDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Nikolay Bine

Nikolay Bine (born 1996) began accordion studies
at the age of 6. He studied at the St..Petersburg
State Conservatory named after N.A. Rimsky-
Korsakov. During his education, Nikolay proved to
be one of the most talented accordionists among
young musicians of Russia.

Nikolay has toured as a soloist and with his jazz
ensemble “Four ever band” organized in 2015. In
2019, he was invited to play in the international
exhibition “The New York Times Travel Show” in
New York.

Nikolay's concerts and masterclasses have been held in the USA, Canada, China, Italy,
Hungary, Latvia, Slovenia, Germany, and many other countries.

In 2019, he was accepted to the Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts, and
currently continues his music education at the University of Victoria in Canada, pursuing a
Master’s Degree in accordion performance in the newly established accordion studies program.

In addition to his primary instrument, the accordion, Nikolay began studying piano at the age of
8 as a secondary instrument. He continued piano courses at the St. Petersburg State
Conservatory where he has developed his virtuoso music skills.

Nikolay is the winner of many world prestigious competitions such as:

1st place in the Trophée Mondial (Kaunas, Lithuania) - 2014

Five 3rd place finishes in internationally acclaimed accordion competitions:

‘Internationaler Akkordeonwettbewerb Klingenthal” (Klingenthal, Germany),

“Coupe Mondial” (Ozimo, taly),

“Citta di Castelfidardo” (Castelfidardo, Italy),

“Trophee Mondial’(Onet-le-Chateau, France).

Limbazu accordion festival in Latvia,

Nikolay has also participated in many large international festival including:

The festival of association of Chinese and Russian universities of arts in Jinan, China

“Jazz accordion festival in Castelfidardo” (ltaly).
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THURSDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Murl Allen Sanders

Murl Allen Sanders is a musician, composer, teacher and record-
ing artist living in Seattle. Murl has worked in the USA, Canada,
England, Brazil and Japan with such diverse artists as Chuck Ber-
ry, Etta James, Il Divo, Glenn Yarbrough, Seattle Symphony, ac-
cordion virtuosi Frank Marocco, Chico Chagas, Stas Venglevski,
Alex Meixner, Gary Blair and Cory Pesaturo, Leroy Bell, Peter
Duchin, Alarm Will Sound, Seattle Modern Orchestra, Cascade
Symphony, Everett Philarmonic, Orchestra Seattle/Seattle Cham-
ber Singers, The Von Trapp Children, Theodore Bikel, Leslie
Gore, Barbara Lamb, Susan Pascal, Warren Rand, Pearl Django,
Michael Tomlinson and Kelly Harland, among many others.

Murl teaches piano and accordion privately and is also adjunct faculty at Cornish College of
the Arts and Shoreline College in Seattle. He has received two grants from The Seattle
Mayor’s Office of Arts and Cultural Affairs to compose “She Blows Hot and Cold” for chorus
and symphony orchestra in 2010 and “Accordion Concerto #2” in 2007, both pieces performed
by Orchestra Seattle/Seattle Chamber Singers. His “Accordion Concerto #1”, a commission
from Orchestra Seattle/Seattle Chamber Singers, premiered in 2003. Murl received a 2010
and 2009 ASCAP plus award for his concert compositions from The American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers.

Recent appearances:

Bellevue Jazz and Blues Festival 2021, 2022

LeRoy Bell 2020

San Francisco Accordion Club 2019

Seattle Symphony “Music Beyond Borders” Concert 2017
Deep Squeeze Accordion Festival 2019, Port Townsend, WA
Leavenworth International Accordion Festival 2018
Accordionists and Teachers Guild Festival, Chicago 2018
International Festival Da Sanfona, Juazeiro, Brazil 2016
Rio De Janeiro, Brazil with Chico Chagas

Earshot Jazz Festival

Milwaukee Accordion Club & Chicago Accordion Club
Alarm Will Sound

Seattle Modern Orchestra

Northwest Film Forum

Murl’s discography:

“Guides and Spirits” 1981, “Soon” 1991, “New Romance and Doing All Right” 1996 “Can You
Dance To I1t?” 2000, “Accordion Concerto #1” 2003

“Murl’s Holiday Favorites” 2009, “Stories of Lucile” 2012
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80"  4:00 FRIDAY AFTERNOON ORIGINAL MUSIC CONCERT PROGRAM 80"
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80"  4:00 FRIDAY AFTERNOON ORIGINAL MUSIC CONCERT PROGRAM 80"
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7:30 FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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FRIDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Michael Bridge

Michael Bridge is a 21st-century musical
maverick - toppling popular expectations of
what it is to be a professional accordionist.

He’s a virtuoso performer on both the
acoustic accordion and its 21st Century
cousin, the digital accordion - an extraordi-
nary piece of technological wizardry that
imitates the sound of just about any instru-
ment you can imagine. His concerts cap-
ture the energy and panache of stadium
rock with the elegance and discipline of
chamber music. It all began when Bridge
was five and growing up in Calgary. His
mom bought him a $5 accordion at a gar-
age sale and Michael was hooked.

Since then he’s won a slew of competitions in Canada and abroad and was named one of CBC’s
30 under 30 classical musicians. He gives over 100 concerts a year as a soloist and as a mem-
ber of both the “Bridge & Wolak” duo and “Ladom Ensemble”. He offers lectures and master
classes around the world, recently became a Rebanks Fellows at the Glenn Gould School, and
received his Doctorate in Performance from the University of Toronto.

Bridge & Wolak also give back through an on-line Music Mentorship Program. After performing
hundreds of concerts in schools, they are determined to build more meaningful relationships with
musically inclined teens.

Michael embraces a musical aesthetic that is alternatively irreverent, deadly serious, meticulous-
ly prepared and completely in-the-moment. He’s at home with jazz, folk and classical music.
He’s premiered 53 new works. If pushed, he’ll say he likes Baroque music best because of its
unforgiving demand for clarity of intent and execution.

Ultimately, he aims to make your world more bearable, beautiful and human — even if only for
the length of a concert. We invite you to experience the world of Michael Bridge at our ATG 80th
Anniversary Festival.

Michael’s Latest Solo Album:
Overture - $20
Released: 2018 “Album of the Week!” -CBC

"Bridge triumphs musically and technically in his debut al-
bum!” -Whole Note

Michael Bridge performs pieces by Bach, Mancini, Cohen,
Bridge, Garner, Khatchaturian, Makkonen, and Tchaikovsky

on acoustic and digital accordion. Available at

www.michaelbridge.ca
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7:30 SATURDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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7:30 SATURDAY NIGHT CONCERT PROGRAM
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SATURDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Stas Venglevski

His artistry, dazzling technical command, and sensitivity have
brought Stanislav, "Stas," Venglevski, a native of the Republic
of Moldova, part of the former Soviet Union, increasing acclaim
as a virtuoso of the Bayan. A two-time first prize winner of
Bayan competition in the Republic of Moldova, Stas is a gradu-
ate of the Russian Academy of Music in Moscow where he re-
ceived his Masters Degree in Music under the tutelage of the
famed Russian Bayanist, Friedrich Lips.

In 1992 he immigrated to the United States. Stas is an Accordi-
onist, a Musician, an Arranger, an Entertainer and a Teacher.
Stas' repertoire includes his original compositions, a broad
range of classical, contemporary and ethnic music. He has
toured extensively as a soloist throughout the former Soviet Un-
ion, Canada, Europe, and the United States, including numer-
ous performances with Doc Severinsen, Steve Allen and with
Garrison Keillor on the Prairie Home Companion Show. Addi-
tionally, he has performed with symphony orchestras through-
out the United States. He performed the world premiere of Concerto No. 2 by Anthony Galla-
Rini and also the world premiere of Bayan and Beyond, composed for Stas by Dan Lawitts.

He is a regular participant in the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra's Arts in Community Educa-
tion Program (ACE); has performed with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Tacoma
Symphony Orchestra; has done television commercials and performed in theater productions;
produced 15 acclaimed albums including a transcription of Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite for
Bayan as well as one of original compositions. He has published several books of original com-
positions. Stas founded Accordion XXI Century Series in 2010 so that the Midwest audiences
can experience the amazing range of the Accordion and Bayan by bringing gifted artists from all
over the world. In a concert setting, these gifted musicians share their skills and cultures to pro-
vide the audience with a unique musical experience.

The performances feature the Accordion or Bayan in solo presentation and, when possible, in
concert with other instruments. The brilliant artistry and musical virtuosity of Stas afford an ex-

panded dimension in music and an innovative musical adventure to the audience. Beyond his
artistry he is a consummate entertainer capable of engaging any audience.

Visit Stas’s webisite at:

www.stasv.com
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SATURDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Joan Sommers

Joan Cochran Sommers has held many positions within the
ATG and some of them more than once. It was Anthony Gal-
la-Rini who encouraged her to be active in the organization,
just as she as tried to encourage her own students as well.
As a teacher, beginning at the age of 14, the large accordion
orchestras under Joan’s direction won more 1st place awards
than any other Virtuoso group during a time when there could
be over 25 orchestras competing in the class. Her students
also won a great many solo trophies and several also earned
the right to represent the USA (both AAA and ATG) in many
different CIA Coupe Mondiale competitions, just as she did in 1955 and 1956. She began teach-
ing at the age of 14 and now, at the age of 88, still finds the accordion, whether as a solo instru-
ment or in groups of any size, exciting and full of great promise for the future. Joan hopes to con-
tinue to arrange for and conduct orchestras, present workshops and master classes, as well as
serve as a coach for accordion soloists. She was awarded the title of Professor Emerita by the
University of Missouri upon her retirement from serving as a full-time Professor and Assistant
Dean in the Conservatory of Music in 2000.

Joan Conducting the CIA World Accordion
Orchestra

Racine Symphony Orchestra

The Racine Symphony Orchestra, celebrat-
ing its 90th season, is one of Wisconsin’s
oldest symphony orchestras. Over 400 con-
certs have been performed featuring classi-
cal symphony orchestra, chamber music,
and pops programs. Guest artists have in-
cluded Rafael Mendez, Ralph Votapek,
Leonard Sorkin, Janice Martin, Kathryn
Henry, David Fung, and Stas Venglevski.

The Racine Symphony Orchestra maintains
robust education programs including an an-
nual artist-in-residence, elementary educa-
tion concerts, concerto competition, high
school invitational opportunities for choirs
and instrumentalists, and an introductory
strings program.

Artistic Director, Pasquale Laurino, has led the RSO for 11 seasons and has a lengthy and lauded
conducting and violin performance career, notably associated with ballet and opera companies
around the country. Executive Director Jonathan Winkle has led arts organizations in Wisconsin,
Tennessee, and New Mexico; and has served as President of the Association of Wisconsin Sym-
phony Orchestras.
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SATURDAY NIGHT GUEST ARTISTS

Bill Morse

Maestro William Morse has been Music Director and Principal Conduc-
tor of the Jefferson Symphony Orchestra since 1999. The orchestra
continues to develop and flourish under his leadership.

Dr. Morse holds bachelor and master degrees in music from Oberlin
Conservatory and a doctorate in orchestral conducting from the Univer-
sity of Arizona. He has also studied at the Mozarteum Academy of Mu-
sic in Salzburg, Austria.

He is Professor Emeritus at Metropolitan State College in Denver
where he conducted the Metropolitan State Symphony Orchestra and
taught Advanced Conducting and Music Theory.

A man of diverse musical talents, Dr. Morse is fond of the literature for symphony and chamber
orchestra. His dynamic conducting style, innovative musical taste, and outstanding musician-
ship have made him very popular with Colorado audiences.

CHICAGOLAND
ACCORDION ACADEMY

CONGRATULATES THE ATG
ON 80 YEARS

www.chicagolandaccordionacademy.com @ 847.274.0435 @ @chicagolandaccordionacademy
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ATGJ:  RewCD!

On the occasion of our 80th Anniversary Festival, the ATG is proud
to present this new CD showcasing the magnificent Concerti
of Anthony Galla-Rini, ATG Founder and President Emeritus.

In addition to featuring soloists Karen Fremar, Robert Sattler,
Jeff Lisenby and Stas Venglevski, we have included
an incredibly rare collector’s edition bonus track
of Galla-Rini himself, giving the World Premiere performance
of his Concerto No. 1 in g minor on November 15, 1941.

Concerto No. 1 in g minor
Karen Fremar, Robert Sattler, Jeff Lisenby
with the UMKC Accordion Orchestra

Joan Cochran Sommers - Conductor

Concerto No. 2 in e minor
Stas Venglevski

with the Racine Symphony Orchestra
Pasquale Laurino - Conductor

www.atgaccordions.com
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ATG WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

SUMMARY SCHEDULE OF ALL WORKSHOPS

WEDNESDAY - JULY 20, 2022
10:00 Accordion Petting Zoo

Open to the public for a “hands-on” experience of accordions

11:00 — 11:50 Rita Barnea
The Life and Music of Eugene Ettore

2:00 - 2:50 Betty Jo Simon
Lead Sheet & Bass Enhancement

3:00 — 3:50 Murl Allen Sanders
Being the Accordionist in an Ensemble

THURSDAY - JULY 21, 2022
2:00 — 2:50 Nikolay Bine

Interactive Improvisation: New Jazz Theories

3:00 - 3:50 Michael Bridge
Digital Accordion Percussion & Orchestration

FRIDAY - JULY 22, 2022

9:00 - 10:00 Mirco Patarini
The Future of the Accordion World

SATURDAY - JULY 23, 2022

10:00 Accordion Petting Zoo

Open to the public for a “hands-on” experience of accordions

Ballroom

White Oak Room

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

Ballroom

80th
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ATG WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

Wednesday and Saturday 10:00-12:00 In the Ballroom

Accordion Petting Zoo Featuring Jane Christison - “Janie Next Door”

New to the ATG Festival this year is the first ATG “Petting Zoo,” an event for everyone,
young and old. Patterned after “petting zoos” held by major orchestras around the coun-
try, it presents an opportunity to anyone who would like to become familiar with an accor-
dion and to do so with the guidance of an ATG member accordionist.

There will be a variety of accordions displayed in the large space of the Hyatt Lisle ball-
room, any of which can be “petted” by the participant. Participants can look, touch, and
be shown how to put on an instrument, pull the bellows, and play a tune--endless possi-
bilities as determined by their interest. On hand will be some of ATG’s active performers
to demonstrate and entertain, as well.

The Petting Zoo is a free event, open to the public, and we hope to capture the interest of
many young people and inspire a desire to learn to play the accordion.

Accordionist and singer Jane Christison is known
for her trademarked “Music With A Smile®.” Her
performances are filled with personality and an en-
thusiasm for playing the accordion that shines
through. And Jane is introducing a whole new
generation to the joy of music by writing songs for
children and performing as “Janie Next Door®.”
The songs on her award-winning children’s CD
“Come Sing Along with Janie Next Door™, are so
catchy that they’ll stick in your head, and you won’t
want them to leave - available at CD Baby, iTunes
and Amazon.

Jane started playing the accordion in Albuquerque, New Mexico and moved to Kansas
City (where she still lives) to study serious accordion literature with Joan Cochran Som-
mers at the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music and graduated with
a Bachelor of Music degree in accordion performance.

As a member of the UMKC Accordionaires, Jane traveled and performed with USO
Shows in the Far East, playing at military bases in Korea, Japan, Okinawa, Taiwan, the
Philippines and Guam. A second USO tour took her to the Azores and Germany.

As a member of the UMKC Accordion Orchestra, Jane has performed in Germany, Swit-
zerland, Austria, England, Scotland, Sweden, Russia, Estonia, Denmark, Australia, New
Zealand, Hungary, the Czech Republic and Italy.

www.musicwithasmile.com

Special Thanks to Josie Beach Murray for the wonderful balloons at the petting zoo. We
would also like to thank Murl Allen Sanders and Michael Bridge for their participation.
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ATG WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

Rita Barnea

The Life and Music of Eugene Ettore
WHEN: Wednesday 11:00 - 11:50

WHERE: White Oak Room

Rita Davidson Barnea is edi-
tor of www.accordionusa.com,
and in this workshop, she will
perform and discuss several
of Eugene Ettore’s virtuoso
compositions. She will also
discuss his illustrious career
as a composer, teacher, ac-
cordionist, three-time presi-
dent of the AAA, and more.

Betty Jo Simon

Lead Sheet and Bass Enhancement
WHEN: Wednesday 2:00 - 2:50

WHERE: Ballroom

In creating arrangements from a Lead sheet or Fake
Book, how do we make the bass lines interest-
ing? In this workshop Betty Jo will demonstrate easy
ways to enhance your left-hand technique through
the use of various bass patterns, walking basses,
plus the theory behind the bass system and how to
make your left-hand sound as interesting as your
right hand. Bring your accordion and try out some of
these techniques!
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ATG WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

WHEN:

WHERE: Ballroom

Murl Allen Sanders

Becoming a Beloved Team Member:
Playing accordion effectively in a small, or larger group

Wednesday 3:00 - 3:50

This workshop will present some ideas and tips about the
musical, social, and business considerations of being a
valued member of an ensemble. What do you do musical-
ly? How do you interact with other members of the en-
semble? How do you manage your own business as part
of an ensemble? | will mostly focus on musical aspects,
but | will touch on these other important aspects of being
a good team player.

WHEN:

WHERE: Ballroom

Nikolay Bine
Interactive Improvisation: New Jazz Theories
Thursday 2:00 - 2:50

Bring your instruments if you'd like to participate in
a group improvisation (or come as a listener!). This
workshop will focus on jazz accordion harmony, in-
cluding Nikolay’s personal favorite new jazz chord
voicings that he will explain and recommend. We
will also touch on swing, time, and tools for helping
a group of improvisers to improve. Don’t miss this
hands-on session of music-making!
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ATG WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS

Michael Bridge

Digital Accordion Percussion & Orchestration

WHEN:  Thursday 3:00 - 3:50
WHERE: Ballroom

Playing with musicality and creating artistic impact on
digital accordion is a product of both programming
and performer. In this presentation, Michael will focus
on how to create flow with left-hand drumming and
orchestration. To begin, we'll review some basic
drumming patterns (waltz, swing, tango, etc.) but with
an emphasis on balancing the programming with the
performer’s technique and hand position. Michael will
demonstrate his process for choosing percussion instruments and explain how
to use centuries-old orchestration techniques on digital accordion. Then, we'll
add some ‘flair’ with embellishments such as bass grace notes, snare drum rolls,
double hits, and swinging ride cymbals. Overall, the aim is to achieve flow and
clarity, which can be done artfully at any level of playing.

Mirco Patarini

The Future of the Accordion World
WHEN: Friday 9:00 - 10:00
WHERE: Ballroom

As president of both the CIA (Confédération Internationale
des Accordéonistes) and the Scandalli accordion factory,
Micro Patarini has a unique perspective on the accordion
world. This conversation will be about the current state of
the international accordion community on a global scale:
education options, competitions, instrument manufacturing,
repertoire, and much more—with plenty of time for Q&A
from the audience. Moderated by Michael Bridge.
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th th
80 COMPETITION SCHEDULE 80
Wednesday, July 20th - Willow Room
Time Category Entrant Selection Composer/Arranger
9:00 Ethnic Solo - 15 & Under Nathan Troxell Dark Eyes.........cccooeiiiiiiininnn. Traditional/Palmer-Hughes
9:10  American Salute —15 & Under Adam Fundak Accordion Boogie.....................oooiiiinn. Charles Magnante
9:20  Ethnic Solo - 32 & Over Steven J. Duray La Mangrave............cc.coociviiiinininnn, J. Privat/W. Stagnet
9:30 Ethnic Solo - 32 & Over Kathleen Grambsch Two Guitars...............ccccooiiiiiiiinninnes Traditional/Galla-Rini
9:40  American Salute - 32 & Under Kathleen Grambsch Summer Sunshine.................................... Stas Venglevski
9:50 Open Duet - 16 & Over Kathleen Grambsch Parisian Cascade..................c.cccociiiiinnl. arr. V. Ushakov
Elizabet Roeder
Wednesday, July 20th - White Oak Room
Time Category Entrant Selection Composer/Arranger
9:00 Original Solo — 32 & Over Kathleen Grambsch  Scherzo..............coooiiiiiii John Gart
9:10  Open Solo — 32 & Over Kathleen Grambsch Rhapsody in Blue.................... George Gershwin/Galla-Rini
9:20 Open Solo - 15 & Under Nathan Troxell Rhapsody #2 in C Minor.................ccccoeeenn... Pietro Frosini
9:30 Open Solo - Under 32 Zach Grindle Dance of the Hours........................ A. Ponchielli/Galla-Rini
9:40  Original Solo — 25 & Under Adam Fundak October Rondo............ccocoviviiiiiiiiiiianann Stas Venglevski

Special Thanks to our Adjudicators:

Michael Bridge

Kevin Friedrich

Joseph Natoli

Dr. Herbert Scheibenreif

Contestants - please be ready at least 10 minutes ahead of your scheduled competition time
(including music for the adjudicators)
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FROM THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

1963 ATG Program Cover

Anthony Galla-Rini (circa 1930)

Amy Jo Sawyer

Joan Cochran Sommers

80th

47




8oth

FROM THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

1972 ATG Program Cover

Arlene & Gerry Boddicker—1963

ATG King and Queen

ATG Board of Directors—1970

ATG Workshop—1956

80th
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FROM THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

ATG Board of Directors—1998

ATG Festival Program-1987
ATG Festival Orchestra—2001

Festival Orchestra with Joan C. Sommers, Myron Floren and Amy Jo Sawyer—Branson

80th
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FROM THE HISTORICAL ARCHIVES

2014 Festival Program

ATG Board of Directors—1950

Boddicker Rhythm—1966

ATG Festival—1961

50



51



52




1941-1946
1946-1949
1949-1951
1951-1953
1953-1954
1954-1957
1957-1960
1960-1961
1961-1962
1962-1964
1964-1966
1966-1968
1968-1972
1972-1973
1973-1975
1975-1977
1977-1981
1981-1985
1985-1986
1986-1989
1989-1991
1991-1995
1995-1999
1999-2003
2003-2005
2005-2007
2008-2010
2010-2012
2012-2015
2015-2018
2018-2020

ATG PRESIDENTS & U.S. NATIONAL CHAMPIONS

ATG Presidents

Walter Cot Haines
Andy Rizzo
Oakley Yale
Anthony Galla-Rini
Tony Rozance
Sydney Dawson
Grace Owen
John Barsuglia
Mort Herald
Charles Nunzio
Carl Hane

Lari Holzhauer
Harold Krieger
George Cailotto
Arlene Boddicker
Betty Walker
Joan C Sommers
Arlene Boddicker
Rina Rosa

Gerry Boddicker
Joan C Sommers
Kevin Friedrich
Amy Jo Sawyer
Joan C Sommers
Stas Venglevski
Joan C Sommers
Dee Langley
Elizabeth Finch
Betty Jo Simon
Amy Jo Sawyer
Joe Natoli

2020-Present Mary Ann Covone

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1990
1994
1999
2013

ATG United States

National Champions

Joan Cochran

Joan Cochran/Amy Jo Sawyer
Lynlee Barry

Eric Eberhardt

Donald Hulme/Anthony Zinnante

Donald Hulme

Donald Hulme*
Claude Castigone
Beverly Henkel
William Cosby

William Cosby

William Cosby

William Cosby

Steve Matteson

Pam Barker

Gene Conneille

John Torcello

John Torcello*

Mary Kasprzyk

Jeff Lisenby

Steve Mori

Robert Sattler

Jeff Lisenby

Anthony Rolando
Monica Slomski

Peter Soave

Peter Soave

Lisa Cleveland (Vasta)
Margie Jelovic

Peter Soave*

Kim Christian

Julie Cortinas (Williams)
Eric Bradler

Catherine E. Sommers
Alicia Baker

*CIA Couple Mondiale

World Accordion Championship Winner
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ATG NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS

ATG United States Junior Anthony Galla-Rini International
National Champions Competition for Classical Accordion

2002 Andrea Caruso 2001  Alexander Sevastian (Belarus)

2003 Andrea Caruso 2002 Lidia Kaminska (Poland)

2006 Samantha Jarquio 2010 Gao Yi Cheng (China)

2007 Samantha Jarquio

Art Van Damme International
Competition for Jazz Accordion

ATG Virtuoso
Entertainment Champions

1999  Jason Stephen 2005 Julien Labro (France)

ATG Junior Virtuoso Frank Marocco Prize-International
Entertainment Champions Competition for Jazz Accordion
2003  Christine Jarquio 2005 Jerome Richard (France)

2007 Samantha Jarquio

ATG Piano Accordion Champions Frank Marocco Competition

2001  Shanxi Upsdel 2012 Emmanuel Gasser

2002 Jason Stephen

2003  Christie Jarquio International Competition for Virtuoso

Entertainment Music

Myron Floren
International Competition 2013 Alicia Baker
For Virtuoso Entertainment Music

2000  Lidia Kaminska (Poland) ATG International Accordion

2001  Nina Slyuser-Wegmann (Belarus) Hall of Fame Recipients
2002 Lidia Kaminska (Poland)

2003 Anthony Galla-Rini

2004 Myron Floren

2004 Joan Cochran Sommers

2006 John Copiskey (Posthumously)
2007  Faithe Deffner

2009 Kevin Friedrich

2018 Harley Jones

2018 Stanley Darrow

2019 Amy Jo Sawyer
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With ALL GOOD WISHES
to the ATG on its 80th Anniversary!

New CD by Gail Gardetto Campanella

ANCORA
Coming Soon in 2022

Email gailcampanella@gmail.com
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ATG DONORS
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Amy Jo Sawyer
Award Winning Composer

Congratulations ATG - 80 Great Years!

Original compositions for
piano & accordion.

“According to Amy” “Classically Amy” Solos, Duets, Ensembles

Amylo@apci.net - 618-632-2859
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Memories of 2019 Festival in Denver
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