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After taking this grand tour of the one-way streets leading us nowhere, but with a bit of luck and 
a lot of jollity and enthusiasm, we finally arrived at our destination where our friends who had 
attended the concert with us had already arrived after walking in the chilled misty rain of the 
evening. They had walked faster than we had ridden; however, I can tell you they did not have all 
the wonderful laughs that Linda, Faithe and I had just shared on our short journey! 

Linda may also recall this evening since she certainly added a few choice one-liners of 
(significant?) encouragement to Faithe. She, Faithe and I had a great time that night in Asker, 
Norway. It was fun! In fact, there is always some fun going on when Linda is in charge; that is 
one of the reasons we like to be around her. 

In 2007 the AAA and the A TG shared the sponsorship of the Coupe Mondiale in Alexandria, VA. 
Faithe Deffner acted as chair and Linda and I represented the two organizations on the details 
involved. We talked almost daily for many weeks and wrote innumerable emails to each other. 
Faithe was a taskmaster and the two of us really had to stick together sometimes to keep our sanity 
in control. I can tell you Linda was fantastic; she kept track of everything she needed to know and 
do. Just as she has always welcomed everyone with that glorious Festival Program book she has 
edited for so many years, she did the same in 2007 for both the AAA and the A TG, but this time 
including the Confederation Internationale des Accordeonistes. It was a great success and Linda 
contributed to that in so many ways; it is impossible to enumerate all of them. 

Thank you, Linda, for the stellar work you have done on behalf of all accordion organizations over 
so many years. I appreciate your friendship so much, just as many others do. You know how to 
get things done! You represent the very best of those accordionists who "grew up" in the AAA 
Festivals but have remained long afterwards to assist in making the organization one of the most 
outstanding in the world with much of it due to your expertise and assistance wherever and 
whenever needed. You are a blessing and we love you! 
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Linda Soley Reed is an enormous figure in the Accordion world, and when it comes to the 
American Accordionists' Association, she has been the Back Bone of the organization for many 
many years! When I joined the AAA Governing Board, I had the honor and pleasure, right off 
the bat, to start working alongside Linda and, let me tell you, this woman is simply Amazing!! 
She's super intelligent, strong minded, witty, has a terrific sense of humor and is a master at 
multitasking. 

You might not know it, Linda, but you have been a huge influence in my life. Working alongside 
of you has truly been a pleasure and the experience has been educational, to say the least. 
Linda, Congratulations on your Lifetime Achievement Award. No one deserves it more than 
you!! It is with great honor and Joy to be able, as President of AAA, to present you with your 
prestigious 2021 AAA Lifetime Achievement Awarq. If it had not been for your guidance, I 
would never be in this position. 

Even though you despise the word "Virtual", just think: you are making history as the first 
recipient to receive this award online ..... Lucky You! AAA and I Thank You for your continuous 
service as one of the most important figures in the history of the AAA's Governing Board of 
Directors. 

Love you always, 
Joseph Ciccone, D.C. 
President of the AAA 

From Kevin Friedrich 

Congratulations Linda as the AAA honors your career in the field of music. 

Your dedication to and tireless efforts on behalf of the American Accordionists' Association has 
contributed profoundly to the advancement of the accordion, both in the United States and 
internationally. 

In addition to your leadership as AAA President over many years, much of your work, while it 
has gone on behind the scenes, has definitely not gone unnoticed. 

Thanks for lending your expertise in the field of publishing, desktop design and creative writing. 
These editorial talents, ranging in projects from advertising events, creating eye-catching 
graphics, the expansive Festival Journals and the Newsletters have kept the activities of the 
AAA professionally represented to the world. 

Just as today we comb through archives searching for historical information, in 50 years time 
as the next generations do that, we can be truly thankful that the materials you have created 
will showcase the AAA in a most favorable and professional way. 

You are always a joy to work with and your ability to combine very hard work and incredible 
attention to detail, with an ever humorous tone, makes the time spent together incredibly 
entertaining as well as productive. 

Congratulations on your well deserved Lifetime Achievement Award, and I look forward to our 
continued collaborations. I adore you!!I Bravo!!! 

Kevin 
Kevin Friedrich, Board of Director, AAA 









Linda has been an influence on my musical career for as long as I can remember. When I was 
a student of Carmelo Pino's at the Biviano School of Music in Silver Spring, MD, she started 
judging me when I began competing in contests sponsored by the Accordion Association of 
Metropolitan Washington in the 1970s. She continued, for the next decade, to give me great 
guidance and advice that would serve me well for the rest of my musical career. 

Later, Linda supported my nomination to be a Board member of the AAA and, as President of 
the AAA, she endorsed many ideas I proposed to the organization at the meetings. I am 
deeply indebted to her for her help, and consider her a mentor, a role model and close friend. 

Manny Bobenrieth 

Linda Soley Reed 

The contributions to the American Accordionists' Association (AAA) by Linda Soley Reed are 
innumerable. Very few people can match her involvement and tireless efforts, many of which 
go unnoticed and are unheralded. Her efforts cover just about every aspect and detail of 
running our national organization. Whenever she takes on a task, she always give it 110% 

Personally, I'd like to acknowledge the fact that she was the very first AAA president to 
recognize and acknowledge the merit and value of "Valtaro Musette" music. She gave myself 
and Ray Oreggia the opportunity to do some presentations/programs on this accordion 
musical style - the first of which was given March, 2006 in Jamesburg, New Jersey. She also 
organized several AAA events over the years at Magnanini Winery, in Wallkill, New York that 
were focused on featuring Valtaro Musette dance music. 

I will always remember Linda, Marilyn O'Neil, Bob Vitale and Emilio Magnotta coming to the 
very first meeting of the Long Island Accordion Alliance (LIM) in August, 2010. Their support 
that evening for our fledgling group really meant a lot to all of us. 

Congratulations and thank you for all your dedication to the accordion and the AAA. 

Dominic Karcic 
Long Island Accordion Alliance (LIM) 
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Linda, 

Congratulations on your well-deserved Lifetime Achievement Award. You are a wonderful 
teacher and musician, and I will always cherish having you as my accordion teacher, as well as 
your lasting friendship. 
You are the best! 

Larry Benigno 

From Dan Mastroianni 

I've known Linda for 40+ years. I've been alongside her as student, teacher and peer at every 
level of the accordion world: CT Accordion Association, American Accordionists' Association 
and the CIA; I've traveled the US and abroad with her to countless meetings, competitions, 
concerts, seminars and master classes .... The thing that always shines through is her 
dedication and passion for our instrument. Linda has always worked tirelessly towards the 
advancement, improvement and promotion of the acordion. I can think of no one who is more 
deserving of a Lifetime Achievement Award than her. Congratulations, Linda! I have no doubt 
that you will continue to use your passion to champion this great instrument. 

From. Barbara Johnson Mariconda 

Linda Soley truly made me a musician - not just an accordionist (and she did a good job of 
that), but she nurtured in me the spirit and soul that allowed my music to come to life and 
touch the hearts of those who listened. This served me so well as a pianist, singer and 
liturgical musician - the work I loved best - moving hearts in ways that words alone could 
never do. Throughout my teen years, Linda also taught me enough music theory that I was 
able to skip my freshman Theory 1 and Music Theory 2 courses necessary for the BS in Music 
degree that I earned in 1977. Linda, thank you for these precious gifts that have enriched my 
life in countless ways, for so many years! Brava, Maestra!! Brava! 

From Arthur Moretti, Jr. 

I took accordion lessons at Molinaro School of Music in the mid to late 1960s. I did not have 
Linda for a teacher, but my cousin Louie Moretti did have her and he loved having her as his 
teacher, and she did a great job with him. I remember feeling, at that time, that I wished she 
was my teacher. Linda was always very cheerful and had a lot of energy - and not bad­
looking either! 
Wishing her the very best! 

Artie Moretti 
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From Eddie Monteiro 

Congratulations to you, Linda, on this well-deserved Lifetime Achievement Award. 

It was always a pleasure to be able to work with you on the AAA programs and festivals, but 
what always got me chuckling was the speechless 'look' you would give me at the most 
apropos times. 

Usually the situations were either comedic or so ridiculous that they didn't need any response 
and yet as you would 'scan the room' and would look at me - your eyes spoke volumes that 
would FORCE me to stifle any possible outbursts of laughter! 

My wish is that you enjoy this Lifetime Achievement Award and reflect back upon some great 
music, years, meetings and concerts that we were fortunate to attend in your presence. 

Thank you for your (continued) guidance and (continued) perpetual assistance to the AAA and 
promoting the accordion. 

May you enjoy this for many years to come in Happiness and great health! 

From Joanna Darrow 

Hiya Linda, 

Congratulations to you. You have certainly deserved this honor for many years. Thank you for 
your UNIQUE personality, and for your constant offers to help all of the accordion 
organizations. Also, thank you for your wonderful sense of humor and mannerisms in 
expressing your opinions. 

You are a wonderful and kind-hearted person. The accordion world and the world in general is 
a better place because of you! 

From Joe Cerrito 

From all of the contests we have judged and the Pops Orchestra concerts we have performed 
in, I have the greatest respect for all that you have done for the accordion and the AAA. To me, 
you are family - my best pal and "sister". 

Joe Cerrito and "Holy Sister Cerrito" 
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From Jim Reed 

I was passing through the living room the other day and out of the corner of my eye I caught a 
glimpse of an accordion resting on our couch. This started, as it often does, to make my mind 
reflect on the life and times that I have had with your Guest of Honor, my wife, Linda Reed. 

We've been together over four decades and have been happily married 2 out of 37 years. The 
secret to this is to take your wife to Hawaii on your honeymoon and go back and get her 37 
years later. Seriously, I love Linda now perhaps even more than when I first met her, and it 
seems to grow stronger every day that we're together. 

We have traveled the world because of the magical accordion. We saw spectacular sights, met 
wonderful and most hospitable people, ate unmatched cuisine, and heard music that produced 
sounds that brought forth every emotion that resides in the human soul. This machine is an 
instrument of peace as demonstrated to me first hand at the Coupe Mondiale when Serbians 
and Croatians not only competed against each other but, afterwards, occupied the hotel 
lounge in camaraderie until the wee hours of the morning, with nothing but laughter and good 
will. 

On the domestic side of Linda's career, the United States, and the entire US accordion family, 
be it the AAA, ATG, CAA, NJ Pops Orchestra, and everyone else from the smallest one room 
school to the largest multifaceted organization, should be proud to have someone such as our 
Honored Guest, Linda Reed, whose knowledge, dedication and tenacity has touched each and 
every one of them. 

I would like to take this time, from the "bottom of my heart", to congratulate the American 
Accordionists' Association's Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, Mrs. Linda Soley Reed. 
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