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T AMERICAN ACCORDIONISTS ASSOCIATION
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CONSTITUTION

Article 1. Name and Object

Sectionll: The name of this organization shall be: "The American

~

Accordionists?Association.”

Section 2: The object of this orvanlzation shall be to reCOﬂnlze

N i

talent, effort, perfﬂfmance and aocordlon deve1opment. It Shall

stand for service to the world of accordionists, whe%hermthey i

‘be—mvu, womer oY thildren, who s*ike have devoted themselves to i
the furtherance and the elevation of the accordion and the ideals | %
of this association. It—shalI'also ‘Bbé the -object of this organl-“ %
«zatioﬁ to recognize exceptional service and ablllty. Special |
forms and awards shall be prepared for such;recognition. From &
time to time it may be found necessary to form subsidiary organi-

zations to assist and facilitate recognition and to accomplish a K

A\

designated good. If such organizations are formed,théy shall be- 1
i

come strict subsidiaries ébﬁ\under the Jjurisdiction of the dational

~

Qoverning Board of the American Accordionists Association. If ,}
' !

2

such organizations are formed they'shall‘bear the .name of "The
American Accordionists" to precede the subsidiary organization !

name or title. It is further understood that any subsidiary or-.

ganization which may becone formed, must not be formed for profit
to the organization nor to any individual. The new organizations
may have their own Constitution and By-Laws, their own officers,
either elective or pérmanent at the discretion of the President

and executive board (National Governing Board) of the American
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Accordionists Association. They shall be required to submit an

R

o

annual report to the parent association, which is to be placed

T s i

in the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer, but, their books shall

N ; - -/




be open for inspection and auditing at any time.

Article II. Qualification of Member§

Section 1: Membership in this organization consists of: 1st., A citation

, LA enTCR B, i
or application properly £ilded and submitted to the office of the

National Secretary(/'an. The National Secretary shall forward the
citatlon to a music dealer, accordion school or teacher, or all, for
verification that the'applicant does or does not play the accordion
and should or should not be a member of the Assoclation. VThe National

—r

Governing Board shall reserve the privilege and right at all times to
accept or reje;t citation;i Srd. Anyone with qualifications %o the
effect that he is an acéordion player is eligible for membership into
the Association. 4th. The:ﬁational Secresary shall keep at all tim;s

A the applications for this purpoée. 5th.-'A candidate may submit his
name or permitiit to become sutmitted bB another person either a member
or pon—member of <the aceordion association. 6th. Applications for
membership may be had at authorized music dealers, accordion schools,

or accordion teacheré.or at the National Secrétary’s office. Tth. No

- candidate for membership mey be admitted into this organization without
first paying the required finencial obligation, which must accompany

his application for membership. Any additional ezpenses from tims to
time that are plaéed upon new members must be paid for when application.
is rendered or submitted. Money shall be paid to the National Secretary-
Preasursr, who shall also create set up and maintain a National Emblem
Division if, ag,and‘When the need becomes apparent. All emblems and
regalia must be paid for in advance. They may not be purchased by
anyone other than a bona fide member of ‘the associatlion, and all pur-
chases for regalié, etc. must carry the membership number of the person

to whom the regalias, etc. is to be sent. 4 receipt shall be issued for -
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any monies sent to the Emblem Division.

2: Membership in this organization shall be considered as membership
for 1life. However, certificate and membership cards‘shall.not carry
any mention of life membership, except in special cases where the
National ®overning Board deems it advisable to issue gold or other
type of card to special members signify@ng unconditiopal life member-
ship in the Association as a reward for some particular outstandiﬁg
service. The National Governing Board shall reserve the right to
withdraw membership from ahy active or pétron membery at any time, for
any reason whatsoever as deemed by the National Governing Béard as being
detrimental to the interests of the association. The usual procedure
of votes covering this policy shall be in effect. Membership in this
organization shall consist of two types:; Active and Patron. The en~
forcement of this type (Patron) shall be at the discretion of the

President and Secretary-Treasurer.

Article III. Officers and Their Election
1: The management of the association shall be entrusted to e National
Governing Board sonsisting of twelve members. These members shall rank
in seniority in the following manner:
National President
National Secretary-Treasurer
National Vice~-President

Sergeant at Arms
L&&&ﬂeﬂ—eﬁﬁieer
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All of the members of the National Governing Board
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Section 2: The following officers shall be elected annually et the first

e |
regular meeting of the assocaition. (These—aro—the—ofLicers—montioned
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Article IV.C Meetings of +the Association

1l Jnst
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Section 1: This W shall meet officially on/ night of

/
ek of L€ 4{J month, or at the call of 'bhss/Secre'bary-Treasurer, P

Prosidemts (reerdent ”M)/w"’f
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Article b. Rules

W i
Section 1: The rules in Roberts Rules of Orde5 Revise@rshall govern the

association in all cases in which they are applicable and in which

they are not inconsistent with the By-Laws of this association.

Article 6. Amendment.S
Section 1: This Constitution or any of these By-Laws may be amended by a vote
of three-fourths of the Nabtional Governing Board members present at
the regular meeting.
Section 2: The adopted amsndment goes inmto effect immediately upon its
adoption unless the motion to édopt specifies a time for its going

into effect.
sk e e sk s ok e ok sk ok ok sk ek ke

BY-LAWS

Article 1. Powers and Duties of the Officers
Section 1: National Officers. These officers shall be in control of all asso-
cietion activities. The National President and Secretary-Treasurer '
shall supervise the following:
No. 1: PURCHASES AND TITLE: All purchases shall be okehed by the

President and made by the Secretary-Treasurer and title for same shall

be vested in the Association as long as it exists. Upon presentation

#1

oAast Lo

of bills to the President he shall okeh for paymsnt and paymenthmade by
the Secretary-Treasuser. ;&mea§t.xh cases of unusual expenditures, these
shall be okehed by the National Governing Board.

No. Z;JZCases of unusual expenseifWays and Means of raising money shall

be under the supervision of these offioersﬂand a special fund created oré
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and disbursed by these officers at the consent of the Natiomal Governing

Board. Account of which shall be made at the next following regular

meeting. ySﬁd M ,{;wvh.

Section 2: It shall be the duby of the President to pr651de at the' regular

meetings; to enforce strict observance to the Const1tut1on and By-Laws,

T -‘_-n— - o

appoint special committges, of which he shall be an ex—offlclo member.

He shall direct =i association activities; appoint all officers not

otherwise provided for; call special meetings of the Governing(National)
Board and the Association, and perforpy other dubties such as custom and
parliamentary usage require.

Sectionzg: Vice-President: This officer shall assist the President and assume

the duties of the President at she—amnual-ox regular meetings, or
special meetings in ‘the absence of the President.

Section?%: Secretary-Treasurer: He shall keep the records of the Association
and National Governing Board meetings, ﬁinutes of the meetings, a
register of the members (with their nemes, addresses, and phone numbers),
call the roll at the meeting of the National Governing Board and/or
the Association; notify officers and wommittees of appointments, notify
all Associabion members of special meetings, or notify National Governing
ﬁoard of such special meetings. He shall handle all correspondence, re-
ceive and account for all money belonging to the association. His books
shall be open at all times for inspection of the National Governing Board
and National officers. His hooks shall be audited at the expiration of
each year and at the éxpiration of his term of office. He shall make
arrangements for any special appearances, concerts, etc. and plan and
execute any special banquets, etcs He shall act as historian and meke .

all arrangements for publicity pertaining'to the association.
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Section 7: Sergeant at Arms: It shall be his duty to assist in the collection
of any special dues if there shall be such at any meeting, perform
any other and such duties as mey be determined by the President, and

see that the voting members (actived are so qualified. If closed

meetings are held it shall be his duty to enforce observance that

closedr—#ias only bona fide members shall be permitted To attend.

Article 2. Order of Business

Section 1l: The order of business at each meeting shall be;

1l: Call to order by the President.

2; Roll Call by the Secrebary-Treasurer.
3: Reading of the minutes of the prevaous meeting, and thelr approval.
4, Treasry Report. :

5: Reports of Committees.

6: Reports of Subsidiary Organizations.

7: Appointment of Committees.

8: Special Orders.

9: TUnfinished Business and General Orders.
10: New Business.

11: Election (Annually).

12: Adjournment

Article 3. TVobing

Section 1: No member shall be allowed to vote by proxy upon any matter at any
meeting of the National Governing Board. A: The election for all
officers shall be by ballotf.

Section 2: Quorum. Eight members of ‘the National Governing Board shall con-
stitute a quorum at any meeting of the National Governing Board.
Majority members of the Board shall NOT constitute a quorum at any
meeting .

Section 34 Plurality of Votes: At the Annual Election of officers there shall
be three tellers appointed by the President whose duty it shall be %o

receive and count the ballots. The candidate receiving an excess of votes
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= (Plurality) over those for any other candidate shall be declared

elected. . . =) \

Article 4, Fiscal Year
Section 1: This shall be the period from the first meeting of the association,
Merch 9, 1938, (when association weas officially organized) to the next
annual meeting in the first omeswessmd week of March in the following

year, and in subsequent years on this basis.

‘Article 5. Grievances and Expulsion
Section 1: All grievances shall be turned over to the association President

whgshall present same for settlement at any regular meeting of the
|
National Goverpning Board.

Section 2: Any member, when takex into the Association is presumhably taken
in for life, although this'shall under no circumsbances be mentioned -
upon his certificate of membership of membership card. In other words,
this is conditional 1life membership. For any action unbecoming or
or working against the interests of the association he may be placed
temporarily or permenently upon the Inactive list, or he may be ex-
pelled from the Association and disbarred from any participation smd

or privileges of ever joining again. And should these actions be
taken by the Governing Board, thﬁégf%ition is final. This mémber
forever 1ose%his vote and membership upon any association matters
and can neve; hold any office.
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